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Hélène Binet has photographed contemporary architecture for thirty-five 
years and co-operated worldwide with the most renowned architects, 
including Zaha Hadid, Daniel Libeskind, Peter Zumthor and many others. 
While following the work of contemporary architects – often from 
construction through completion – Hélène Binet has also photographed the 
works of past architects such as Alvar Aalto, Le Corbusier, Sverre Fehn, 
Nicholas Hawksmoor, John Hejduk, Sigurd Lewerentz, Andrea Palladio and 
Dimitris Pikionis. She has also directed her attention to landscape 
photography, wherein she transposes key concerns of her architectural 
photography. 

The depth of knowledge of architectural history is manifest in the way 
Hélène Binet portrays her subject matter, and her intimate understanding of 
each building is evident in the way she conjures up the spirit of the space 
through light, shadow and texture. Her photographs of historic architecture 
strike a surprising balance. They both capture the quintessence and nuance 
of the buildings but simultaneously reveal a new perspective for a 
contemporary audience. Her photographs evoke the sculptural quality of the 
spaces through the contrast between curved and straight surfaces and the 
interplay of light and shadow. 

Binet's unique style of capturing the essence of architectural masterpieces 
has earned her the most prestigious awards, such as the Julius Shulman 
Institute Excellence in Photography Award of 2015 and the Ada Louise 
Huxtable Prize of 2019 for outstanding contribution to the field of 
architecture. She was also voted to be one of the 'Hundred Heroines: 
Celebrating Women in Photography Today' by The Royal Photographic 
Society in 2018. 

Her work is constantly included in exhibitions worldwide in the context of 
photography and architecture. In 2012 Hélène Binet was commissioned to 
photograph seven London churches designed by the 18th-century English 
architect Nicholas Hawksmoor for the 13th Architectural Biennale in Venice, 
which was later exhibited in Somerset House London in 2013.  
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From 25 September 2014 until 11 January 2015, Hélène Binet was part of the 
significant group exhibition 'Constructing World: Photography and 
Architecture in Modern Age' at the Barbican Art Gallery in London. 

The WUHO Gallery (Los Angeles) opened the‘ Fragments of Light’ 
exhibition in Spring 2015 to honour her reception of the 2015 Julius Shulman 
Institute Excellence in Photography Award. The exhibition showcased 
Binet’s most captivating photographs, illustrating the breadth of her work 
throughout her career. 

Hélène Binet’s works were also displayed in the group exhibition ‘Image 
Building – How Photography Transforms Architecture’ (18 March – 17 June 
2018) at the Parish Art Museum, NY. The exhibition explored the dynamic 
relationship between architecture, photography and its viewer by creating a 
dialogue between the past and present. Binet’s work combined both of 
these elements by portraying historic and contemporary architecture. 

The exhibition 'Hélène Binet: Dialoghi, works from 1988 to 2018' at the Power 
Station of Art Museum in Shanghai featured some brand new works by 
Hélène Binet that depict the Chinese garden style of the historic city of 
Suzhou, China. This exhibition was part of the travelling exhibition 
'Dialogues' shown at the Galleria dell'Accademia in Mendrisio and the 
'Bauhaus- Archiv Museum für Gestaltung' in Berlin throughout 2015. Binet's 
works displayed featured buildings by John Hejduk, Le Corbusier, Peter 
Zumthor and Zaha Hadid. 

In 2020 Hélène Binet was commissioned by the Museum of Modern Art 
Cologne (MAKK) to photograph a series about Gottfried Böhm (1920-2021), 
a German architect known for his highly sculptural buildings with solid 
concrete forms. By Creating 'portraits' of selected religious buildings he 
designed, Binet reflects and highlights both the sculptural qualities and the 
structures' materiality using light and shadow compositions. This focus 
enhances the characteristic nature of the buildings while equally producing 
new visual perspectives to be discovered. 

The most recent milestone in her career was the solo exhibition 'Light Lines: 
The Architectural Photographs of Hélène Binet' at the Royal Academy of Arts 
in London from October 2021 to January 2022. The show featured around 90 
photographs spanning projects across Hélène Binet's career, focusing on her 
ability to capture the essential elements of architecture. 

ammann//gallery is representing Hélène Binet since 2009, showing her works 
in solo exhibitions at the gallery as well as on international art fairs. The gallery 
also supports major museum exhibitions. 


